Detachable balloon closure of carotid-jugular fistulas in dogs.
The authors' experience using the Debrun detachable balloon catheter system in occluding surgically-created carotid-jugular fistulas is described. Useful technical points in preparing and using the system are outlined. Technical failures were encountered both in creation of the fistula model and in use of the system, and their occurrence is documented. It is concluded that, when familiarization with the system's operation is attained, the detachable balloon catheter system promises to offer a valuable method of treatment of traumatic carotid-cavernous fistulas in humans.